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hands left to work the pumps.    They have got Goschen it is
true, but they have bought him much too dear.    They had
him already, and he was quite as useful to them in a private
capacity as he can be officially.    But Goschen's adherence,
when Hartington refuses to join, gives the Unionists much
the same blow that Newman's admission to Romanism gave
the Tractarians ; it justifies all the hard things said as to
their secret tendencies.    To my mind this discrediting and
impairing the Unionist position is a fatally high price to pay
for the pleasure of seeing Goschen on the front bench.   (I am
glad he is there as it seems a great step in the direction of an
honest and high-minded Tory party which I long to see.)
Then if it be true that Northbrook has been compelled to
throw up the India Office by an angry clamour of the Tories
who cannot bear to see a crumb or a fishbone distributed
outside the Carlton, a lurid light is cast on the Unionist
position to which the most zealous of that party can hardly
blind themselves.    They are in the position of beasts of
burden, or strictly of Roman allies contrasted with Roman
citizens : they may bear any amount of burden and heat, but
are not qualified to receive the rewards.    Surely this must
leave a rankling sore in the Unionist relations to the Tories,
" Then Salisbury exchanges Randolph as a leader for the
respectable but inadequate Smith.   Randolph becomes a
bitter, dangerous, and unscrupulous enemy, who will not
rest till he has overthrown the Government.

" Lastly Chamberlain has found in these transactions an
excuse for holding out an olive branch, and escaping from
his difficult and almost impossible position.

" The strongest government could hardly survive these
disasters; but this weakly infant can hardly be kept alive
by all the wet-nursing of Hartington, or the bottle of Cross,
or the Daffy's elixir of the soothing Smith.

" We have a telegram, which announces a conference
between Chamberlain, Morley, Harcourt, &c., which you will
bless but not attend. All this gives me sincere pleasure.
I am confident that a common ground of action can be dis-
covered, for I know your moderate and conciliatory frame of
mind. And I think that the Irish having found themselves
weaker in the constituencies than they expected will be
satisfied with less than they were last year,

" Forgive this long and crude dissertation, but I have no
one here on whom to pour my impressions.

" We are living in a splendid palace in a delicious climate